
Voter Education 
Workshop

Learn about Voter Registration 
and Elections in Sarasota County



Sub-title

VOTE (verb)

• Why is it important to vote?

• Are you ready to vote?

• What does voting mean to you?

• How does your vote count in a local election? In a national 
election? Which has a greater impact on YOUR daily life?

To express one's preference for a candidate 
or for a proposed resolution of an issue; cast a vote
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Sarasota County 
Supervisor of Elections Ron Turner

• Supervisor of Elections Ron Turner
• Supervisor elected to a four-year term
• Supervisor Turner was first elected in 2016 

and again unopposed in 2020. 
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About the Sarasota County Supervisor 
of Elections

• Our office is one of five constitutional offices 
defined by the Florida Constitution

• We facilitate the right to vote
• Voter registration/conduct elections
• Administer all elections in Sarasota County in 

accordance with federal and state laws
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About the Sarasota County Supervisor 
of Elections (continued)

• Four locations including Voting Equipment 
Facility with 12,000 sq feet

• 29 regular staff positions plus the Supervisor of 
Elections

• Utilize hundreds of temporary workers (during 
2020, we had 593 temporary support staff)

• Over 1,700 active poll workers (we used 771 
election day poll workers for the 11/3/20 
general election)
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So, How Do You Vote?
• Book closing

• Three ways to vote –
1. Vote by Mail, 
including why keeping 
your signature updated 
with our office is 
important.
2. Early Voting
3. Election Day

• How to complete/cast your ballot
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How Do I Mark My Ballot?

Ballot (noun):
A ballot is a list of candidates and 
issues printed on paper that voters 
use to make choices during an 
election. Voters mark the paper 
ballot by filling in the oval next to 
their choice with a pen.

Mark Your Ballot
Completely fill in the oval adjacent to each desired candidate 
or choice with the marking device provided at the polling 
place. No marks should be applied anywhere else on the 
ballot.
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Casting Your Ballot
Cast Your Ballot
At the polls, when you have finished marking your ballot, take 
the ballot to the precinct tabulator and feed it into the optical 
scan reader.

IMPORTANT: Make sure you check
both sides of the ballot for
contests. If you make a mistake or
change your mind, contact
a poll worker.
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What Do You Bring to 
the Polling Place?

• Required: picture and 
signature ID

• Filled out sample ballot
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Sample Ballots

• Generally mailed to 
every voter

• Also available on 
our website: 
SarasotaVotes.gov

• You can also click 
the Precinct 
Finder/Sample 
Ballot tab under 
Voter Information 
on our website. 



Voter Information Card
How are Voter Information Cards 
issued when there is a permanent 
change in polling place or precinct?

• Voters affected will receive a 
new Voter Information Card in 
the mail. 

• Voters do not receive a new 
Voter Information Card for 
temporary polling location 
changes.

(Voters receive a mailed 
notice with information 
regarding temporary polling 
changes).
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November 3, 2020 
General (Presidential) Election Wrap Up

• Registered Voters as of Book Closing: 340,092
• Ballots Cast: 272,368
• Turnout: 80.09%
• Vote-by-Mail Ballots Cast: 141,670
• Early Voting Ballots Cast: 88,490
• Election Day Ballots Cast: 42,208
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Primaries
CLOSED PRIMARY

• Florida is a closed primary state
• Primary Election

• Used by political parties to nominate their candidates to move on to the general 
election.

• Must be a registered voter in the political party for which the primary is being held



Primaries (continued)
UNIVERSAL PRIMARY

• All candidates have the SAME political party affiliation AND the 
winner of the primary election will not face opposition in the general 
election. ALL registered voters, regardless of party affiliation, can vote 
in a universal primary.

• The August 2020 primary ballot included a universal primary: the race 
for county sheriff. Both candidates were Republicans but all voters, 
regardless of party affiliation were eligible to vote in this race.
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SarasotaVotes.gov
Our website is your trusted source for elections information.

Visit SarasotaVotes.gov to view:
• Register to Vote
• My Voter Status
• Vote By Mail
• Early Voting
• Find My Precinct
• Coming Elections
• Sample Ballot
• Poll Worker Information
• Voter Information
• Social Media links
• ….and MUCH MORE!
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Voter Guide

Available at SarasotaVotes.gov.
Lots of helpful information!
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Student Poll Worker Program
• Must attend training. Students receive four community service 

hours for training.
• Work with us on election day from about 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Earn 

$160.00.
• Receive an excused absence from school (for high schoolers only)
• Include on college resume, job applications, etc.
• Experience the frontlines of the democratic process!
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Make Your Voice Heard

• Research candidates and issues before voting.
• Be prepared before you go to vote. 
• Vote in every election in which you are eligible to vote!
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Florida Voter Registration Application

• Review application
• Importance of signature
• Register online or update voter 

record at: 
RegistertoVoteFlorida.gov.
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Contact Us

SarasotaVotes.gov
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Questions?

Thank you for being engaged in 
the elections process!
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Voter Registration - Website
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My Voter Status - Website
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Precinct Finder - Website
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Poll Workers -Join Our Team- Website
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